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The Parkside Hotel Building was the First Home of the Corte Madera Branch of the Marin 
County Free Library 

 



 
 
 

Federated Women’s Clubs meet in Corte Madera, 1922 
One of their goals was the establishment of a free library system for Marin 



 
 
 

1927: Corte Madera is the first incorporated Town to join the 
Marin County Free Library System 

 
 



 
 
 

Corte Madera Branch established January, 1928 
In the Parkside Hotel Building near the Village Square 

 



 
 
 

Children leaving the Corte Madera Branch, 1928 
Parkside Hotel Building, Corte Madera Village Square 



 
 
 

Bates Brothers Garage, c.1939 
Home to the Corte Madera Library, 1941 - 1954 
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Corte Madera Branch, c.1941 
Librarian, Anna Hall at the Entrance of the Corte Madera Branch 

Located in Howard Bate’s automotive showroom, 31 Corte Madera Avenue 
The Branch moved from the Parkside Hotel to Bates showroom in 1941 

 
 



 
 
 

Corte Madera Recreation Center, Under Construction, Jan. 16, 1954 
The Corte Madera Branch moved to the new Corte Madera Recreation Center in March, 

1954, where a space was designed to accommodate the library 



 
 
 

Librarian, Edna Winfield, at the door to the Corte Madera Branch, 1954 
Corte Madera Recreation Center, Home to the Library, March,1954 - 1970 

 
 



 
 
 

Neil Cummins School, April 18, 1953 
Children from Neil Cummins School were frequent patrons to the Corte Madera 

Library when it first opened at the nearby Recreation Center in 1954 
 



 
 
 

Children’s Summer Reading Game at the Corte Madera Library, c.1960 
Corte Madera Recreation Center, Home to the Library, March,1954 - 1970 

 
 



 
 
 

Fred Sanford (center) & employees from the Town of Corte Madera 
In late 1968, 2.7 acres of land were purchased from Fred Sanford for the site 

of the new Corte Madera Regional Branch on Meadowsweet Drive 
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF JANA HAEHL 

 



 
 
 

Corte Madera Regional Library Model 
Designed by Smith, Barker & Hanssen, Architects  



 
 
 

Interior of of Corte Madera Library under construction, 1971 
Designed by Smith, Barker & Hanssen, Architects  



 
 
 

A group of Cub Scouts pose outside the nearly complete Library, Oct. 1971 
The Library opened to the public on December 1, 1971 



 
 
 

Corte Madera Library shortly before opening in 1971 
Final cost of Construction including site development & furnishings was $684,000 

Size: 9800 square feet  



 
 
 

Interior of the Corte Madera Library, late November, 1971 
Branch Manager, Janet S. Christensen 



 
 
 

Interior of the Corte Madera Library, December, 1971 
 



 
 
 

Exterior of the Corte Madera Library, July, 1972 
Corte Madera Library is recipient of several Architectural Awards 



 
 
 

Corte Madera Branch, Debt-free, March 12, 1986 
Invitation to the burning of the Corte Madera Library mortgage 
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